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Parkland Pride’s First Year
in the CU Pride Parade!
Photo source: Andrew Stengele
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DEGREE
COMPLETION
DAY:
Are You on Track?

emmaFLEMMING | Reporter
“There are 9,000
students here at
any given time and
we would not know
who’s close
to finishing if they
don’t give us a
petition to graduate.”
– Dennis Kaczor
This fall semester’s
Degree Completion Day
is set for Oct. 3 from
9:30 am – 1:30 pm. The
event will be held in the
cafeteria area of the
U-wing. Students and
non-students alike are
encouraged to attend
the event to determine
what criteria needs to be
met to obtain a degree.
Students will be able
to meet with academic
advisors, learn crucial
information
regarding
degree
programs,
discuss and learn about
the transfer process,
and fill out a petition-tograduate form.
Degree
Completion
Day is another tool
that provides Parkland
students the opportunity
to learn more about
or finalize graduation
requirements. This is the
third Degree Completion
Day that is hosted by
Parkland’s Admissions
and Records staff. The
admissions staff will be
at the event along with
counseling and advising
to answer any questions
that students may have.
Dennis
Kaczor,
Student Records Advisor
in Parkland’s Admissions
and Records Office is
one of the organizers
of the event. Kaczor
says that the event was
created to influence more
students to graduate.
“Beth [Chepan] and I
work
on
graduating
people and we would
look at the percentage
rate at Parkland, and
it wasn’t as high as we
would like it be,” Kaczor
SEE DEGREE PAGE 2

On September 15th,
downtown
Champaign
was packed with people. It
was an hour before the CU
Pride Parade started. The
Skeeter Davis song “The
End of the World” echoed
in the streets from a nearby
bar. Ironically, the weather
felt like the end of the world,
but despite the heat, more
people showed up as it got
closer to 5:00pm. There
seemed to be more booths
and a larger turn out than
last year. The rainbows
were everywhere. People
were wearing rainbow shirts,
rainbow socks, rainbow
earrings, rainbow face
paint, rainbow bracelets,
even rainbow capes. There
was rainbow everything! If
only a crowd this friendly
could last forever. The CU
Pride Parade is the largest
downstate pride parade,
and this year that seemed
very evident. This was also
the first year the Parkland
Pride club marched in the
parade.
Sixty-three organizations
marched in the parade this
year. A good portion of the
people marching were
children. While times have
changed, primary and
secondary school is still
difficult for LGBTQ+ kids.

According to the Trevor
Project, LGBTQ students
are five times more likely
to attempt suicide than
hetrosexual youths and
suicide is the second
leading cause of death for
kids between the ages of
10 and 24.
There were “Trans Lives
Matter” signs along with
“Black Lives Matter” signs,
and many other signs for
Pride. There was a point
in the parade where a man
rode by with a red hat, a
rainbow windsock on a
tricycle, and a sign saying
“Make America Smart
Again.” Marchers handed
out candy.
There were 70 vendors/
organizations at the fair this
year. Ads were everywhere.
Walmart, Bud Light, Meijer,
Pepsi, Smirnoff Vodka,
and Red Bull to name just
a few sponsors. Now that
the LGBTQ+ community is
more accepted in American
society, big companies are
marketing their consumer
products at pride parades.
There are also politicians
pushing their agendas and
to get votes, and churches
looking for new followers.
At least the LGBTQ+
community
is
more
accepted to the point where
we’re a target market for
consumer products. All of
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CU Pride Parade		
this was the underbelly
of the event, but for the
most part everyone was in
a good mood. At the end
of the day, pride parades
are a celebration about
love and community. Most
vendors seemed genuine
in their support. There
was one booth where two
parents were giving away
free hugs. Many booths
donated money to help local
LGBTQ+ groups, charities,
and public services.
Overall, this was a fun
year to be at the CU Pride
Parade. The Uniting Pride,
or UP, Center does a
wonderful job in hosting the
event. It was really great

to see all of the Parkland
students attending the
event and even some
marching in the parade. It’s
a very exciting year for the
Parkland Pride club. “This
is by far the biggest group
that Parkland Pride has had
since I’ve been advising
and I’m really excited
about it,” said Pride Club
Advisor, Tanino Minneci.
Minneci was also happy
that Parkland was able to
introduce itself more to the
community by marching
in the parade this year.
Community is important,
especially in times like
these. It’s truly amazing
to see people from many

different communities come
together to support equal
rights. Future LGBTQ+
events for the Parkland
Fall semester include
National Coming Out Day
on October 11th, a Trans
Day of Remembrance,
and a Halloween event.
For students interested
in donating to or joining
the Pride club, or for
those who may have any
LGBTQ+ questions, or
simply need a safe place
or someone to talk to,
contact Tanino Minneci
at
gminneci@parkland.
edu or Sarah Maxwell at
smaxwell@parkland.edu.

Heroes Without Capes:

Parkland Students for Sustainability
Work to Preserve Native Species
ashleyHOUSE | Reporter

Of the many clubs and
organizations
offered
at
Parkland
College,
Students for Sustainability
stands out. Despite only
meeting once or twice a
month, this group is able to
come together as a single
unit to help preserve one of
few natural beauties left in
the world: Illinois prairies.
Over
a
couple
decades,
the
prairie
grasses
surrounding
Parkland College have
been
maintained
by
various groups, including
the Champaign Park
District, Parkland’s own
sustainability group, and
students in the natural
biology classes offered at
the college. According to
the Illinois Department of
Natural Resources, about
60% of Illinois used to be
prairie land - that’s about
22 million acres. Today,
however,
only
about

2,500 acres of prairieland
remains.
Groups
all
over the state aspire to
assist in preserving the
remaining Illinois prairies,
dedicating days or weeks
to work performing prairie
restorations.
Prairie restorations are
done by cutting out or
burning invasive species
and planting native species
in their place. The hope is
that the seeds of the native
plants sprout and thrive,
taking over the places
where invasive species
once grew, and, in time,
help maintain the delicate
ecological balance of the
prairieland. Last week,
Parkland’s Student’s for
Sustainability headed out
to the prairies surrounding
the college to do just that.
A small group of students
alongside Chris, Hilary,
and Ray, the co directors
of the group, set out to
study the invasive species
presently growing in the
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grassland, as well as plant
some milkweed.
The most important
reason
for
prairie
restorations
to
take
place, Hilary told me, is to
preserve habitats and food
options for prairie animals.
Since the beginning of
time, plants, animals, and

insects have evolved and
adapted together and
created small ecosystems
in which they have found
an ecological balance.
When either humans or
other animals accidentally
or otherwise bring in the
seeds of an invasive
species, that plant can

take over an entire prairie,
choking out a native plant
that may be a significant
food source for any of the
animals present. This will
then affect the population
of that animal species,
which in turn affects the
SEE PRAIRIES PAGE 2
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Prosptectus News Joins SPARK Online
alyaMcDONALD | Reporter

Prospectus News was recently
uploaded to SPARK, the online database
for all of Parkland College’s scholarly
and creative works.
“It is an exciting development to have
an archive for the Prospectus on SPARK,”
says Josh Clark, Student Life Activities
Program Manager and Manager of the
Prospectus.
“It gives the Prospectus a chance
to display the excellent work of our
students and expand the audience that
we reach. To have a digital, searchable
archive of the Prospectus would be an
incredible primary source and resource
for historical research.”
According to spark.parkland.edu,
SPARK is “a collaborative project
of the Parkland College Library and
the Department of Professional and
Industrial Technology.”
It is “Parkland College’s open-access
digital repository…the home of the rich
body of scholarly and creative work
of Parkland College students, faculty,
administration, and staff.”
A varied spectrum of content can be
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states. There are many different factors
that play a role in students not obtaining
their degree. Some students leave and
some drop required courses. Other
students may be in a career program
or transfer track and have their sights
set on employment or obtaining a
bachelor’s degree. “Not everybody
comes here to graduate, sometimes
people come here for courses here and
there,” Kaczor said. “But we have a lot
of kids that transfer and they will transfer
before they graduate, but we want to
make sure they get their associate’s
before they go on to another university.”
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entire food chain. Invasive plants have the
potential to not only destroy habitats for
nesting animals, but they can also take out
an entire ecosystem. Prairie restoration is
also important in helping preserve various
species, which are now considered
endangered. Prairie grasses and flowers
can provide food and work for all kinds of
bees, some of which are drawn only to
specific prairie flowers.
On the group’s outing, they quickly

submitted to SPARK for publication,
ranging from journal articles, essays and
research papers, to more artistic works
such as digital art, photography, poetry,
or musical scores.
Submissions are organized into four
main categories by submission type,
all of which can be found at SPARK
through the Parkland College website at
spark.parkland.edu.
“All student work included in SPARK are
vetted by faculty before being uploaded,”
says library.parkland.edu. “Student work
collections create a useful resource for
students whose work has been accepted
into the repository. It also produces a
visible picture of success that other
students can reference and emulate.”
A sample of some current publications
of SPARK include Ethnographies of
Parkland Student Life as part of the
Ethnographies of the University Initiative
project, Perspectives of Parkland Volume
1 by Parkland College’s Perimeter Road
Sound Recordings, and Phenotypic
Plasticity Research Experience for
Community College Students, a featured
publication.
SPARK takes submitted works and

makes them digitally and permanently
accessible to submission authors, to
Parkland, and to a broad academic
audience on a global scale.
An active global map tracks what
SPARK contributions are being read all
over the world at a given moment.
The SPARK collection is also a part of
the Digital Commons Network, another
open-access database that, according to
network.bepress.com, “brings together
free, full-text scholarly articles from
hundreds of universities and colleges
worldwide.”
“Curated by university librarians and
their supporting institutions,” network.
bepress.com says, “the Network
includes a growing collection of
peer-reviewed journal articles, book
chapters, dissertations, working papers,
conference proceedings, and other
original scholarly work.”
The Digital Commons Network
provides very easy access to published
academic works from universities all
over the world. It is a great resource for
finding current credible information on
almost any topic in any field or subfield.
By partnering with Digital Commons

Network, Parkland College’s SPARK
collection gains even more breadth for
world-wide acknowledgment.
So what does being uploaded
to SPARK look like for Parkland’s
Prospectus News?
“SPARK will host the digital archive
of the Prospectus,” Clark says. “All
new editions of the Prospectus will be
uploaded to SPARK.”
As of yet, included in the Prospectus
News tab of SPARK are photo-copy
editions of the Prospectus Newspapers
from December, 2017 to June, 2018.
While paper copies of each edition of
the Prospectus newspaper have been
archived since the student paper began
in the 1960s, uploading editions of the
Prospectus to SPARK ensures their
digital security, as well as makes past
editions immediately accessible to the
public.
“We have an incomplete digital archive
going back 8 years so those will be
uploaded in time,” Clark says. “It is my
goal that SPARK will host a complete
digital archive for the entirety of the
50-year history of the Prospectus.”

One focus of this event is to help
students
better
understand
the
graduation process. Students must
meet all graduation requirements and
sign a petition to graduate to get the
degree. Some students may not know
this, but the Degree Completion Day
will explain the entire process. “At this
event, you get a chance to give us a
petition if you think you’re close to
finishing.”
Not only will students be able to learn
about graduation petitions, student will
also have direct access to counseling
and
advising.
Counselors
and
advisors will be available to students
without appointment and will be able
to run a degree audit. This is a great
opportunity for newer students to create
an academic plan to stay on track for

graduation. The event will also cover
the graduation ceremony that will be
held this May. “That’s kind of the idea, to
make an event of [degree completion]
to include current or incoming kids who
ask about graduation,” Kaczor said.
This event is not exclusive to students in
their final semester, but is open to first
semester students, current students,
and community members. The event
will also include a student planning
presentation which is beneficial for
incoming or returning students.
Degree Completion Day will include
refreshments and a raffle. The event
will also be live-broadcasted by WPCD
FM, Parkland’s radio station. Kaczor
claims that the live-broadcast will
serve two different functions. “There
are some students that have a course

requirement to interview live on-air, so
they will get to utilize that time and they
will interview us downstairs,” Kaczor
said. “And [WPCD FM] will advertise
the event so anyone listening might
come in.”
Before this event was started,
Parkland has seen anywhere from
700-800 graduates. After this event
was established, there have been
roughly 1,700 graduates for the past
two years. Kaczor and his team can
be seen around campus with catalogs
and graduation petitions to encourage
students to begin thinking about
obtaining a degree. For more information
about this event or questions about
gradation, please visit the Admissions
and Records Office in U214 or contact
Admissions@parkland.edu.

spotted one of the top invasive species
in the area: Honeysuckle. While the
plant may sound sweet, its reproductive
technique is somewhat aggressive. The
bush contains bright colored berries
that birds have a certain fondness of;
these berries, however, contain a natural
laxative. Pretty quickly after enjoying their
little snack, the birds may find themselves
partaking in spreading the seeds of this
misfit plant, which means seeds are
quickly and easily spread in the area all
around the original honeysuckle, allowing
it to effortlessly take over an entire prairie.
Alongside this demon of a plant, the group
also spotted enough Goldenrod, a huge

competitor of native species, that Chris
commented that they may have to do a
burn to remove it.
In addition to identifying and removing
some of the invasive plants in the area,
the students also planted milkweed seeds,
one of the native plants to our area. All
around the edges of the prairie you could
see tall, dark stalks of Big Bluestem, the
official Illinois State Prairie Grass, which
was planted last year, leafy Mulberry
plants, and a few budding Green Headed
Coneflower bushes. Hilary instructed
each member of the group each pluck a
small cone of seeds off the coneflower
plants and break them apart to be planted

with the milkweed seeds.
After a brief walk around the edge of the
prairie grasses and instructions, the group
dispersed throughout the tall grasses
fluttering with orange monarch butterflies,
excited to begin work on planting and
removal. The Parkland Students for
Sustainability hopes to have around half
a dozen work days this school year. If you
have an interest in lending a helping hand
to the group for prairie restorations, or if
you have another green idea you would
like to see implemented at the college, feel
free to reach out. You can contact Chris
Berti at cberti@parkland.edu or Hilary
Valentine at hvalentine@parkland.edu.

theatre

AT PARKLAND COLLEGE

2018-2019 Season

The Servant of Two Masters
by Carlo Goldoni
September 27–October 7
Second Stage Theatre

“A modern mash-up between traditional Italian commedia del’arte and modern day sit-coms, this new
version of Goldoni’s classic pits the madcap servant Truffaldino against masters, mistresses, lovers,
lawyers and twenty-seven plates of fast food. Imagine a Bob Hope comedy written by Monty Python
and performed with likes of Chaplin or Keaton.”

The Musical Comedy Murders of 1940
by John Bishop
November 8-18
Harold and Jean Miner Theatre

When their latest Broadway musical closes after the murder of three chorus girls, the writers and
stars escape to Westchester to work on their next hit. Unfortunately, the murderer has followed them
upstate! A comedy about murders, secret identities, and the Golden Age of Broadway, The Musical
Comedy Murders of 1940 is a modern classic in the vein of Clue and Murder by Death.

Come Blow Your Horn

(The 28th Annual Student Production)
by Neil Simon
Second Stage Theatre
February 7–17
Our 28th Annual Student Production will feature a student director and all-student staff. Come Blow
Your Horn is the story of Alan and Buddy Baker, two brothers who could not be more different.
Younger brother Buddy longs for the playboy lifestyle his elder brother Alan leads. However, as Buddy
transforms into the swinging mirror image of Alan, Alan finds himself falling in love for the first time.
This hilarious comedy launched the career of its internationally famous playwright, Neil Simon.

The New Mel Brooks Musical: Young Frankenstein

by Mel Brooks
April 4–21
Harold and Jean Miner Theatre
Welcome to Transylvania! A hilarious musical adaptation of the beloved Mel Brooks movie, Young
Frankenstein is the story of Frederick Frankenstein, grandson of the infamous mad scientist. When
Frederick inherits his grandfather’s castle–complete with mysterious passages and secret labs–he
decides to follow in his grandfather’s footsteps by bringing the dead back to life.

For more information visit parkland.edu/theatre

Carlo Goldoni’s

THE SERVANT
you’re how close
to
graduation?!
you’re
how close

OF TWO MASTERS
Translated and Adapted by

Jeffrey Hatcher & Paolo Emilio Landi
Directed by Michael O’Brien

to graduation?!

degree completion day
wed oct 3
9:30am–1:30pm
parkland college student
union
see which universities
guarantee junior-level transfer status with a
completed associate’s degree
for more information contact admissions
217/351-2482
admissions@parkland.edu

• academic advising available
• learn how to track your
progress toward your
degree or certificate
• confirm your degree
program
• complete your petition to
graduate form
• giveaways, refreshments,
and WPCD-FM live streaming!

PARKLAND
COLLEGE

September 27, 28, 29, October 5, 6 at 7:30pm
September 30 and October 7 at 3pm
RESERVATIONS:
parkland.edu/theatre
217/351-2528

theatre
AT PARKLAND COLLEGE
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Betsy’s Bistro Grand Opening
opening. When questioned about the
previous vendor in comparison to the
new, many students felt that Chartwell’s
Dining Services was overpriced.
Mykaela, a student at Parkland,
said “I don’t want to spend that much
money on a hamburger.” This opinion
is shared by many; nobody wants to
pay an outrageous amount of money
for a mediocre meal. However, the
new vendor seems to have moved in
a positive direction, not only with their
pricing, but with the quality of their food
as well. Mykaela went on to say “the
new restaurant food tastes a little better
and I feel like it isn’t as expensive as
last year’s was.”
With affordable prices and good food,
Betsy’s Bistro already has Chartwell’s
beat. However, another great aspect of
the new restaurant is the style of food
service vendor that they are. Whether
it be at the pizza, wrap, or grill station
there is an employee there to make the
food and serve it to you. This style is in
drastic contrast to the old vendor which
simply had employees at the register. It
is obvious that people appreciate this
as Parkland student Dante said “it’s a
lot better because they are more helpful.
It used to be a lot of self-serve stuff
but now they actually are getting the
food for you.” Dante is right. College is
hard enough, and the last thing anyone
needs is confusion in the lunch line.
So, thus far it seems that Betsy’s
Bistro was the right choice in replacing
Chartwell’s Dining Services. Many
people are enthusiastic about the
variety of food offered. As mentioned
previously, students and faculty can
create their own pizza, salads, wraps,
burgers, and much more.“They have
sushi--which I love, so I’m excited
about that,” said Mykaela. Because
after all, who doesn’t like sushi?

Photo source: Morgan Parrish

Betsy’s Bistro Marker Sign			
was actually one of those food trucks,
providing a sneak peek of what was
Parkland College’s new restaurant to come. While that was fun for a
made its debut on Monday, September time, students were getting antsy for
10th, and has been well received by the new restaurant to open up inside.
many.
Betsy’s Bistro provides a wide variety
The
new
restaurant,
Betsy’s of fresh made food stations including a
Bistro, has been in the making since wood burning oven for pizza, a grill for
Chartwell’s Dining Services made the breakfast items as well as burgers and
decision to not renew their contract wraps, and even a “global food” station.
with the college this past year. Betsy’s
Not only are students and faculty
Bistro has now signed a five year excited for the new addition to campus
contract with Parkland. Students have but the company itself is excited to join
been anticipating the grand opening Parkland as well. Juan Molina, General
since the start of the new semester. Manager of Corporate Catering for the
Parkland provided temporary food company said in a previous article
trucks outdoors until the restaurant regarding choosing Betsy’s Bistro that
was ready for business. Betsy’s Bistro “We’re ready for the opportunity to be
savannahWEISHAAR | Reporter

even more involved in the community
than we already are, both to offer our
services to Parkland College and to
introduce the Parkland community to
what we do.” Molina is referring to their
work within the district as well as their
use of locally grown ingredients.
As stated by Vice President for
Students Services Mike Trame in that
same article “our students seemed to
think the company would understand
what Parkland College students would
want in a cafeteria: diverse and quality
food for a reasonable price.” So far, he
was right and the new vendor has not
disappointed in reaching those goals.
Betsy’s Bistro has had good reviews
from students in the first week of its

2018 PARKLAND COLLEGE FALL SPORTS SCHEDULES

2018 VOLLEYBALL

2018 MEN’S SOCCER

Aug 11		 Parkland Alumni Matches
Aug 16		UIS
Aug 20		 Lewis University
Aug 21		 Wesleyan University
Aug 24–25		 Wisconsin Dells Invite
Aug 31–Sept 2 Owens Tournament
Sept 5		 Lincoln Land
Sept 7–8		 Kirkwood Tournament
Sept 12		 John Wood
Sept 14–15		 SW Illinois Tournament
Sept 18		 Lewis & Clark
Sept 21–23		 Parkland College Classic
Sept 30		 Parkland Tri-Match
Oct 5–6		 DMACC Tournament
Oct 10		 Illinois Central
Oct 13		 M-WAC Tournament
Oct 19–20		 Lincoln Land Tournament
Oct 24		 Parkland Tri-Match
Oct 26–27		 Parkland Halloween Challenge
Oct 31		 Regional Semi-Finals
Nov 3		 Regional Finals
Nov 16–18		 National Tournament

Aug 12
Aug 18
Aug 23
Aug 24
Aug 26
Sept 1
Sept 2
Sept 8
Sept 11
Sept 18
Sept 22
Sept 29
Oct 3
Oct 8
Oct 13
Oct 17
Oct 21
Oct 24–28
Nov 3

2018 WOMEN’S SOCCER

Springfield Stars
Lake Michigan
Iowa Central
St. Charles		
St. Louis		
Ancilla			
Hawkeye			
Lewis & Clark		
Heartland			
ICC			
Jefferson
John Wood
Lincoln Land
U of Indy Reserves
College of DuPage
SWIC
(pending) U of I Club
Region 24 		
Districts

Aug 18
Aug 23
Aug 30
Sept 2
Sept 7
Sept 8
Sept 11
Sept 13
Sept 18
Sept 22
Sept 25
Sept 29
Oct 1
Oct 4
Oct 9
Oct 23–28
Nov 3

Olivet Nazarene		
Iowa Central		
St. Charles		
Hawkeye		
Jackson College		
Monroe			
Heartland			
Lewis & Clark
ICC			
Moraine Valley		
Kaskaskia			
John Wood			
Scott CC			
SWIC			
Trinity International
Region 24 Tournament
District Tournament

Free admission to all home events with a Parkland College ID!
Corrections: We strive to publish fair and accurate
information. Please let us know if you believe a correction to
published content is in order.
Grammar Suggestions: If you find incorrect or otherwise
unclear grammar or wording in any articles, please do not
hesitate to let us know.
Letters to the Editor: Contributions must be original work
by the contributor, typed, include the contributor’s name,
and sent to prospectus@parkland.edu. Please include
the words “letter to the editor” in the subject line of your
email. The Prospectus reserves the right to edit or deny any
contributions.
Employment: If you are interested in working with the
Prospectus, go to prospectusnews.com, click on the “Work
with us!” tab, review our employment requirements, and
submit the completed application form. Alternatively, you
can stop by Student Life to pick up a paper application.
Advertising: Interested in advertising with us? Go to
prospectusnews.com/advertising for information on our
advertising policies and to view our 2018–2019 Media Kit
and Rate Card.

thePROSPECTUS

Parkland’s campus-wide student newspaper
since 1968
Room U111
2400 W. Bradley Ave.
Champaign, IL 61821
prospectus@parkland.edu
217/351-2492
The Prospectus works to proliferate information
relevant to Parkland-goers and provide its
student workers with a space conducive to the
learning environment.
The Prospectus is Parkland College’s campus-wide student
newspaper, and has been in constant production since late
1968. Our reporters and editors are exclusively students
of Parkland College with a variety of majors and career
interests, not just communications and journalism. We set
out to provide an outlet for students to further develop their
writing, photography, communication, time management,
and critical thinking skills while producing a quality, trusted
source of news for Parkland-goers. The Prospectus
publishes weekly during Parkland’s spring and fall semesters
and three times during the summer semester.
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paulBenson - Reporter
emmaFleming - Reporter
savannahWeishaar - Reporter
ashleyHouse - Reporter
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Did you know?
All unused issues of the Prospectus are
recycled or donated to the Parkland College
Veterinary Technology program.

